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By House of Education Students. 

No. VII. SEPTEMBER. 

By E. M. F. Wilkinson. 

BATH. 

Sept, 1st, 1903.— September begins with promise of better 
weather. It was gloriously hot this afternoon, with bright 
sunshine. We drove up on to Kingsdown, through the 
picturesque village of Monkton barley. The road winds 
along the side of the slope towards the river Avon, the said 
slopes being beautifully wooded. 

The changing hues of the beeches, the scarlet berries of the 
mealy guelder-rose or wayfaring-tree (Viburnum Lanlana) 
and the dark crimson-purple tones of the dog-wood foliage 
made a lovely picture, completed by the graceful festoons 
of the wild clematis— better known by its charming old name 
ol travellers’ joy — which grows in great profusion everywhere 
around here. 

Most of the summer flowers are over, but the greater and 
lessei bindweed still deck the hedges, and ragwort, knapweed, 
marjoram, wild basil and cat-mint still lend their colour to 
the banks and hedgerows. 

Sept. 2nd. Short promise of better tilings ! Very close 

an oppressive, with thunder-storms and later a heavy down- 
pour. 


fi \. \ t drove over Claverton Down, the scene o 

Vi + amous duel in England between Count Rice and th 
Vp C r ? m ! U Barn - The afternoon was dull, though not rainy 
Bath h l/ 11 ? n IK ' ^ eau tdul scenery is afforded all aroun< 
feature/ f' ti" ^ ^ ^ eep ra vines, which are the characteristic 
(N 1 n . -<. le an ^ sc ‘ l P e - The hills or downs — Lansdovvm 
Great OoVt ^ ? nd C ° mBe Howns (E. & S.) — are all of th* 
e ’ wl,lle the valleys are formed of Lower an( 
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lilac-leaved 


Micicue mas ana Interior Oolite str ~ ' 

wooded, chiefly with oak and bee h The hiUs are well 
given to the elms about here from the' 1 A CUrious effect is 
partially eaten by some caterpillar^ T** havin g all been 
fairy-like appearance of the hornbeam the peculia rly 

a brave show, and there are plenty nfhiu are makin k 
nuts. ' oiackberries and hazel- 

S e pt. 4th. Another dull, wet dav Ti 
catalpa is flowering in the park. 1 xe 

mellow suthiKfhrtTne d *JesTm!v inVT’^ b ‘ Ue SkieS and 
Everything is bathed in a tb 

heightened by the changing tints of the beeches C ‘ 

We drove up on the downs to a small village that re' 
n. the quaint name of Chapel Plaister. I have nowhere ^ 
he little euphrasy or eye-bright growing so large or so pl e „ " 
"l'y as on the downs and banks here. The field gentian ‘e 
found in flower also. One is grateful for the robin’s litfl 
song now all the other birds are silent, with the excention o 
the screaming and twittering of swifts and swallows. ' 

Sept. 6th. It is curious to see, in the walls round Bath, so 
many of the fossil ammonites. In a wall at Corston to-day, 
we found several of the characteristic liassic fossils (Grvphaa 
incurva) and plenty of ammonites, varying from one to six 
inches across. 

Sept, ith to 1 1th. — Cold, dull days, with rain more or less 
every day. 


ROW, DUMBARTONSHIRE, N.B. 

Sept. l‘\th . — Arrived on the banks of the Clyde. The 
village of Row is picturesquely situated on the eastern shore 
°f the Gareloch. Away to the north and west are the rugged 
Argyll Mountains, and the nearer hills of smoother outline 
are purple and gold with heather and bracken. 

Sept. 14th . — Another day of^bright sunshine after a little 
frost last night. We went up* the “ Highlander’s Walk,” 
towards the moors which lie behind Row, whence one gets a 
Magnificent view of the Gareloch and Clyde. Following the 
course of a burn up the hillside, we found the lovely little 
grass of Parnassus in flower. Golden clumps of ragwort and 
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, . flnwers of the black knapweed gave colour to the 

the l>acp le and the bright crimson stalks and pink 

r 6 the spotted persicaria, which grows very luxuriantly 
riS were con P sp,c, tons in the bright sunlight. Thl 

yellow iris grows plentifully m the stream, but o course we 
saw no blossoms, as it is an early summer flower. The brambles 
are taking on lovely tints of gold and crimson, and the black- 
berries are plentiful though not vet ripe. There are abundant 
evidences of the former presence of glaciers in this district 
in the much striated surfaces of the rocks. 

Sept. 1 Uh.~ -Down by the Gareloch we saw plenty of sea- 
birds, three or four different kinds of gull among them, viz. , 
the common gull, great black-backed gull and herring-gull. 
When the tide is low the common and herring-gulls may be 
seen in flocks, feeding on the muddy flats. Bladder-wrack 
seems to be the commonest sea- weed on this shore, and we 
picked up the shells of mussels, cockles and clams. The little 
acorn-shells (Balanus) cover everything, and it is interesting to 
watch them on the landing-stage — the stones of which are 
thickly encrusted with them — “ kicking their food into their 
mouths with their legs,” as Huxley describes the process. 
Pieces of water-worn mica-schist are very common on the 
shore, and I find this foliated rock forms a band between the 
quartzite at the head of the loch, and the clay-slate on which 
Row stands. The weather continues very fine. 

Sept. I6th .~ The chestnuts are turning rapidly, and they 
seem much 1 icher in tint this year— so much red with the 
usual gold. In the woods the squirrels disport themselves, 
and I saw one to-day digging under a fir-tree, and finally he 
OO up something and began to gnaw, holding it delicately 
it •« a ^ 0 , re ~^ aWS ' hearing my approach, he dropped 
end nt .??? avvay ’ and I found it to be a puff-ball, at one 
window W hi ,?. bad n * bb ^ ed a little hole. I saw from my 

the tits th a w lld Wlth a Whlte crest t0 ' da y> and 1 heard 
SeK ^ Q ,^ aVe . not ^ see n them. 

the moors there 1 l0Vely weather continues. Up on 


soft and balmv h» ^ a fairly high wind Wowing, but it is 
in places on th \ ’ n0t 3t a11 bracin g- The hay is still out 

galore and a 1°^ Sl ° PeS ° f the hills - We saw chaffinches 
0 g ree nfinches by the burn. A good many 
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Ot tne summer nowers are still out here sn tv 7 

have gone back in the season on cominf, ° ne **"* to 

England. % mnl the south of 

Swallows flitted round us in the 1 ■ 
their lovely sheeny plumage, and as wnT'f'™’ showin 8 
moors we heard the sad, “ cracked ” i tt , 6 down from the 
which is as a wail for the summer that ‘ ° ° f the robin > 

The broom is quite black with finite ^ , ty passin g away, 
season, but the forest trees seem very destitin "“J .1" ‘ hey this 
riches— acorns, horse-chestnuts and beeclmml h"” a " tUmn 
scarce. The hazels here likewise have , bein ? ver .v 
though I have seen one or two ash trees witT^ <^“l! 
most of them are quite bare. K - - vs > 

Sept, im - Round the Kyles of Bute. Such wonderful 
colouring— steel-blue water, rich golden-brown and pS 
slopes and here and there rugged grey crests standing on 
against the sky-1, ne in majestic, solitary splendour Gull, 
screamed and wheeled around us, and on a buoy I saw 
cormorant or “ skart ” as he is locally called. We saw some 
porpoises disporting themselves. I am told these members 
of the whale tribe are very common in these waters. 

Sept. 19 th . — West wind and Scotch mist, hardly to be 
dignified by the name of rain ! The leaves have fallen so 
fast in these last few days, particularly from lime, sycamore, 
and chestnut. 

Sept. 20 th . — By the Gareloch towards Helensburgh, I saw 
two red-shanks in the early morning. They were flying low 
over the water, uttering their distinctive cry — “ tip-tillip.” 
Then they came down to the shore, and waded in the shallow 
water, so that one could see distinctly their long crimson legs. 
Sea-birds are very plentiful about these lochs. 

Sept. 2\st . — lip to the moors by the farm and the burn. 

1 he lovely, graceful fruits of willow-herb may be seen no\\ 
on all the banks and hedgerows, and the clinging burrs 
of the goose-grass — or, as it is much more expressively firmed, 

<k cleavers ” — cover one’s clothes as one passes. ^ 

Coming down through the Whistler’s Glen (of , car of 
Midlothian ” fame) we found plenty of enchanters night- 
shade in fruit. In the stream which flovvs at t ie 0 
this terrestrial paradise, and makes music in the air, ve 
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everal large water-worn pieces of the old red sandstone 
diich one may see coming down to the loch between Row 

nd Helensburgh. 

Sept. 26th .— Clear shining after rain ! ^ In spite of the 
arshy ground we went up the Highlander s W alk, and saw 
most exquisite sight a cherry tree, one blaze of crimson 
lour in the bright sunshine. Some of the “ gean ” tree' 
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Sept. 26th.— Clear shining ~ 

arshy ground we went up the Highlander s Walk, and saw 
most exquisite sight a cherry tree, one blaze of crimson 
lour in the bright sunshine. Some of the “ gean ” tree' 
ve not turned at all yet, but the rowans have donned their 
umn robes. In one of the latter we saw a flock of ] 0n 
ed tits, and on coming down we watched a tree-cree ^ 
a Scotch fir, busy finding insects. r 

ept. 27th— We found the sea-campion and sea-planta' 
ower on the shore of the Gareloch. Altogether we ha\ 
tv-four different flowers for this month. 

pt. 60th . — I have seen no swallows since the 17th 
lude thev have gone south. 


notes of lessons 

[We have thought that it might h x 
(in their own families) to putt kb ! ° f USe to °ur readers 
during the current year, Notes oTT m ° Uth to m «ath 
students of the House of Educatio <° ns P re Pared by 
Practising School. We should like T ° r , +he P u PHs of the 
a Lesson is never given as a tour de IT that such 

illustration or an expansion of some part’ ^ ‘.f a '" lys !m 
regular studies (in the Parent? R J m 
passage in one or other of their school books “Lj 

I. 


Subject: Carton Work. 

Group: Handicraft?. ri a cc In t- 

'“ lass la - T nne: 20 minutes. 

By Ethel wyn Flower. 


Objects. 

I. To give the children exercise in judging various 
lengths and in drawing straight lines. 

IT. To encourage neat and accurate work. 

III. To help to train their hands in firmness and deftness. 


Lesson. 

Step I . — Let the children draw three straight lines three 
inches long with a quarter of an inch between them, after 
showing parts of an inch on a ruler. 

Step II . — Show the model, which is a silver basket with 
one division with the following measurements: Base, din. 

by 2 in. ; sides, fin. ; handle, 4 in. by fin. 

Step III ,-.. Ask the children to judge these measurements, 

then measure them from the model. 

Step IV .— Draw from them the position of necessary flaps 

and how the handle is put on. , . 

Step V . — After asking them how to begin a model of 
kind, let them draw the sides and base, the slits loi ie 
an d the flaps at the end of each side. 


